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Letter from our President
Greetings! Summer is finally upon us and as we head into our transition to the 2017-2018 MAND
year, I wanted to let you know what we’ve been busy with this past few months.
It was an active spring for MAND, particularly for our public policy panel members, who were
working on testimony for a number of bills. Thanks go out to Patsy Catsos for providing testimony
at the hearing on April 14th for LD 1162 - An Act to Reduce the Incidence of Obesity and Chronic
Disease in Maine. This bill will allow coverage under the Mainecare Program for Medical Nutrition
Therapy for certain diagnoses including: overweight, obesity, prediabetes, hypertension, malnutrition, disorders of lipid metabolism, unintended weight loss in older adults, chronic kidney disease,
and diabetes. This bill is almost identical to the federal Treat and Reduce Obesity Act, which the
Academy supports and has been advocating for over the past several years.
Thanks also to Heather Healy, who provided testimonies including LD 692 – Resolve to Provide
Meals to Homebound Individuals, as well as voicing support of LD 263, which is an Act to Provide
Additional Assistance for the Elderly and Persons with Disabilities Receiving Food Supplement
Program Benefits. Specifically, this bill will increase the minimum SNAP benefit for seniors from $16 to $30 per month.
The MAND Legislative Breakfast, back on March 1st, had an excellent turnout! There were presentations from multiple board members as well as a brief acceptance speech by Representative Scott Hamman, who received
MAND’s Public Policy Leadership award. Representative Hamann has remained committed to
supporting child nutrition and advocating for food security for Maine citizens. Despite a great
event, we still hope to see some new faces next year! The Legislative Breakfast is a wonderful way
to connect with your state leaders and make your voice heard. If you’re reluctant, we are more
than willing to help provide talking points. Our voices do your matter, and can help create change
in the public policy arena.
I also want to thank everyone that participated in the planning for this year’s MAND Spring
Conference which took place on March 24th. We had a wonderful turnout with over 70
registrants combined at both of our two conference locations: Southern Maine Community
College and at University of Maine, Orono. The conference committee recognizes that the
membership is geographically spread out and this clearly presents a challenge to some of our
members in outlying areas. Overall, it was well-received despite having to navigate the technology. the diverse technology that the
University of Maine System has to offer. MAND is always looking for help in planning our conferences. If you’d like to present at a
conference, have an idea for a session, or would like to help on the conference committee, please reach out and let us know! It’s a
great committee to be on if you’d like to get to know others in MAND and you have just a small amount of time in your schedule.
I’ve had a great time serving as MAND President this past year. It’s been an honor to work with the MAND Board members, and
especially gratifying to serve you, our MAND members. This month we will hold our transition
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meeting and Ali Caron will be taking over the position of President for the 2017/18 term. I’m
confident she will be phenomenal in her new role as an advocate for our profession and our
members.
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Congratulations to the following MAND Members!
2017 Outstanding Young Dietitian of the Year:

2017 Outstanding Dietitian of the Year:

Ali Caron, MS, RD, LD

Deborah Brooks, MS, RD, LD

Reimbursement Reflections: June 2017
Whether you are a dietitian working in private practice, a hospital setting or providing outpatient counseling it’s important you remain up-todate on how you can maximize your reimbursements in order for you to continue to provide your services. The Academy of Nutrition and
Dietetics has created and continues a tool called: Thee RDN’s Complete Guide to Credentialing and Billing is available from the EatRight.Org
site– you can access it by clicking here. This tool offers plenty of helpful resources and links to sample forms and resources.
You also might be interested in the latest edition of the MNT Provider Newsletter. Topics that were covered in March include: :
-Promoting kidney health during National Kidney Month and beyond
- New YouTube Video: What is an Advance Beneficiary Notice of Noncoverage (ABN)?
-CMS promotes MNT benefit during National Nutrition Month®
-Updated: The Coding and Billing Handbook: A Guide for Program Directors and Preceptors
-QPP helpline established
-CMS extends deadline for electronic reporting of PQRS data

For more information, click here.

Eileen Molloy MS, RDN, CDE
Reimbursement Representative
Maine Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics
207 921-3993
Reimbursement@eatrightmaine.org
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WELCOME NEW MAND BOARD MEMBERS!
We are looking forward to a productive year and are pleased to have these individuals join
our MAND leadership team!


President: Ali Caron, MS, RD, LD



President-Elect: Eileen Molloy, MS, RDN, CDE



Nominating Committee Chair: Mona Therrien, DCN, RD, LD



Public Relations: Andrea Paul, RD, LD



Nominating Committee: Kim Thomas, RD, LD



Historian: Mona Therrien, DCN, RD, LD

THANK YOU!
MAND wishes to thank our outgoing Board members for their volunteer service to our
organization. The following individuals contributed many hours of time and a multitude of
talents to our affiliate:


Andrea Byther, MS, RD, CSO, LD (President)



Kandi Ward, RD (Nominating Committee Chair)



Anh Thu Thruong, MS, RD ( Public Relations)



Eileen Molloy, MS, RDN, CDE (Reimbursement Representative)



Amber Murray & Laura Plourde (Student/Intern Representatives)



Florence Baker, RD (Historian)



Rachel Hall, MS, RD, LD (Membership Chair)

